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Midwestern University Chicago College of Pharmacy
Legislative Day: Advocating Together
College Connection

by Kelly Moran, PS-2, ICHP Member

Getting caught up in the
deadlines, assignments, and
stress of pharmacy school is
extremely easy and can leave
students feeling like they are
drowning. On top of this,
students are frantically trying to
find spare time to work,
volunteer, and stay involved in
school. When the topic of
advocacy arises, most students
are intimidated because we
associate it with politicians,
government, policies, and topics
in which we do not have much
personal experience. But in
reality, most of us are advocating
every day. We advocate for the
wellbeing and health of our
patients on our rotations, at work,
and through volunteering.
Educating a patient on the safe
and effective use of a medication
compared to educating our representatives on the practice of pharmacy is
not entirely different.

Attending the 12th Annual Pharmacy Legislative Day “Under the Dome” this
March was not my first experience advocating for the pharmacy profession. I
had the opportunity this past summer to meet with Illinois senators,
representatives, and their staff on Capitol Hill. I remember feeling terrified in
my white coat standing in front of the U.S. Capitol building about to meet with
these powerful individuals. I felt so small. I then took a look around to see the
other hundreds of student pharmacists standing alongside me and I felt how
strong we were together. As I sat in the auditorium at Legislative Day this
year, I had that same feeling of relief. As students, we have the power to
make a difference whether it be through making phone calls, letter writing,
attending events such as Legislative Day, or even just educating each other.
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ICHP Membership
Application

Regularly Scheduled
Network Meetings

Chicago Area Pharmacy
Directors Network Dinner
3rd Thursday of Odd Months
5:30pm

Regularly Scheduled
Division and
Committee Calls

Executive Committee
Second Tuesday of each month
at 7:00 p.m.

Educational Affairs
Third Tuesday of each month at
11:00 a.m.

Government Affairs
Third Monday of each month at
5:00 p.m.

Marketing Affairs
Third Tuesday of each month at
8:00 a.m.

Organizational Affairs
Fourth Thursday of each month
at 12:00 p.m.

Professional Affairs
Fourth Thursday of each month
at 2:00 p.m.

New Practitioner Network
Second Thursday of each month
at 5:30 p.m.

Technology Committee
Second Friday of each month at
8:00 a.m.

Chicago Area Pharmacy
Directors Network Dinner
Bi-monthly in odd numbered
months with dates to be
determined. Invitation only.
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This year at Legislative Day we discussed the stance that we want to take as
pharmacists on certain bills. A bill discussed that we were not supporting was
HB5442 regarding the requirement of hospitals to report all controlled
substances prescribed and administered to the Prescription Monitoring
Program (PMP). The original purpose of the PMP is to identify patients
“shopping” for controlled substances and obtaining large amounts of
controlled substances. Based on my volunteer experience in a hospital,
implementing this would be extremely difficult and a burden on hospital
pharmacists. Also, it would be a burden for community pharmacists to have
to search through unnecessary information in the PMP reported by inpatient
pharmacists. A bill discussed of which we were supportive was HB5747
regarding the addition of prescribing and dispensing of hormonal
contraceptives in the scope of pharmacy practice in Illinois. It is exciting to
see this potential advancement for our profession. This bill is a perfect
example of where pharmacy in Illinois is headed in the future.

For the moment, advocating does not always feel worthwhile because there
is no automatic reward, outcome, or change in the profession. It takes years
for certain bills to pass and for our profession and to see a change in our own
day to day practice. It is not easy, but by attending these events and coming
together we have a voice and we are heard.
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