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Learning Objectives

• Discuss current immunization schedule recommendations for 
different patient populations.

• Describe the epidemiology of outbreaks of vaccine-preventable 
diseases in the United States.

• Summarize information about the safety and efficacy of recently 
licensed or currently marketed vaccines with new indications.

• Identify patient-specific considerations to determine an individual’s 
vaccination needs.

Game Plan

State of vaccine recommendations

Evidence based vaccine recommendations

Epidemiology of vaccine preventable disease outbreaks 
in the United States & vaccine recommendation updates

Communication with your patients about vaccine 
information
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State of Vaccine 
Recommendations

Advisory Committee on Immunization 
Practices (ACIP)

June 2025

Previous Voting Members Revoked and 
New Voting Members Announced

July 2025

Liaison Groups Removed from ACIP 
Working Groups

September 2025 and 
December 2025

Meetings Held

March 2026

Court Invalidates New ACIP

May 2026

New Charter

ACIP Meeting Votes – September 2025

MMRV
• If given before age 4 years, the combined MMRV vaccine is not recommended. Children in this age group should receive separate measles, mumps, and rubella 

vaccine and varicella vaccine (MMR+V). 
• Approved the updated Vaccines for Children (VFC) resolution for prevention of measles, mumps, rubella, and varicella.

Hep B
• All pregnant women should be tested for hepatitis B infection.

COVID 19
• The pediatric and adult immunization schedules for administration of FDA-approved COVID-19 vaccines should be updated as follows:

• Adults 65 and older: Vaccination based on individual-based decision-making* also known as shared clinical decision-making
• Individuals 6 months to 64 years: Vaccination based on individual-based decision-making—with an emphasis that the risk-benefit of vaccination is most 

favorable for individuals who are at an increased risk for severe COVID-19 disease and lowest for individuals who are not at an increased risk, according to the 
CDC list of COVID-19 risk factors. 

• CDC should engage in an effort to promote more consistent and comprehensive informed consent processes, and as part of that, consider adding language 
accessible to patients and medical providers to describe at least the six risks and uncertainties included in the WG chair presentation on COVID-19 vaccines.

• Authorized healthcare providers discuss the risks and benefits of the vaccination for the individual patient. The discussion should consider known risk factors for 
severe outcomes from COVID-19, such as age, prior infections, immunosuppression, and certain comorbidities identified by the CDC, and include a discussion of 
the potential benefits and risks of vaccination and related uncertainties, especially those outlined in the vaccine information statement, as part of informed 
consent.

Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices. Minutes of the September 2025 Meeting. 

ACIP Meeting Votes – December 2025
Hep B

• For infants born to HBsAg-negative women: ACIP recommends individual-based decision-
making, in consultation with a health care provider, for parents deciding when or if to give the 
HBV vaccine, including the birth dose. Parents and health care providers should consider 
vaccine benefits, vaccine risks, and infection risks. For those not receiving the HBV birth dose, it 
is suggested that the initial dose is administered no earlier than 2 months of age.

• When evaluating the need for a subsequent HBV vaccine dose in children, parents should 
consult with health care providers to determine if a post-vaccination anti-HBs serology testing 
should be offered. Serology results should determine whether the established protective anti-
HBs titer threshold of ≥10 mIU/mL has been achieved. The cost of this testing should be covered 
by insurance.

• Approved the updated Vaccines for Children (VFC) resolution for prevention of hepatitis B.

Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices. Minutes of the December 2025 Meeting. 
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Comparison of International Pediatric Vaccine 
Schedules

https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/childhood-vaccines/state-us-vaccine-policy-jun-11-2026

Legislation to Weaken State Vaccination Rules

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2026/07/28/us/vaccine-laws-requirements-covid.html

https://www.newsweek.com/map-shows-states-that-could-defy-trumps-new-vaccine-order-12308922

Landscape of Vaccine Recommendation 
Changes 2025-26

September 18-19: ACIP Meeting –
MMRV, Hep B, & COVID-19

December 4-
5: ACIP 

Meeting: 
Hep B

March 2026: 
Court 

Invalidates 
Childhood 
Schedule

March & June 
2026 ACIP 
Meetings: 

Cancelled due 
to on-going 

litigation

August 10: 
Executive 
Order to 

Change US 
Pediatric 
Vaccine 

Schedule
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Evidence Based Vaccine 
Recommendations

Resources

Epidemiology of Outbreaks in the 
United States & 
Vaccine Recommendations/Updates COVID-19
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https://www.cdc.gov/covidvaxview/weekly-dashboard/child-coverage-vaccination.html https://www.cdc.gov/covidvaxview/weekly-dashboard/child-coverage-vaccination.html

https://www.cdc.gov/covidvaxview/weekly-dashboard/adult-vaccination-coverage.html https://www.cdc.gov/covidvaxview/weekly-dashboard/adult-vaccination-coverage.html
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https://www.cdc.gov/covidvaxview/weekly-dashboard/pregnant-women-vaccination.html https://www.cdc.gov/covidvaxview/weekly-dashboard/adults-65yrs-older-vaccination.html

https://www.cdc.gov/covidvaxview/weekly-dashboard/vaccinations-administered-pharmacies-medical.html https://www.cdc.gov/covid/php/surveillance/burden-estimates.html
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COVID-19 Vaccine for 2026-2027 Season

Monovalent JN.1-lineage 
XFG

StorageCommon AEDosageIndicationMOAVaccine 
(manufacturer)

PFS – Refrigerated; time out of 
refrigeration must not exceed 4 
hours; discard if frozen

SDV – If frozen, thaw in 
refrigerator up to 2 hours or RT 
for 30 min; gently mix by 
inverting vial 10 times

injection-site pain, fatigue, 
headache, myalgia, arthralgia, 
chills, fever, and  injection site 
swelling or redness

30 mcg/ 0.3mL IM
PFS (≥12 years) 
SDV(5-11 years)

≥65 yrs; 5 to 64 yrs 
with condition 
increasing risk for 
severe COVID-19 

mRNA; Codes for 
the whole spike 
protein of SARS-
CoV-2 

Comirnaty
(PfizerBioNTech)

If frozen, thaw in refrigerator up 
to 2 hours and 40 minutes or RT 
for up to 1 hour and 20 min

injection-site pain, fatigue, 
headache, myalgia, arthralgia, 
chills, axillary swelling or 
tenderness, and 
nausea/vomiting 

50 mcg/0.5 mL IM 
(12 yrs and older) 
25mcg/0.25mL IM 
(6-23 months)
PFS

≥65 yrs; 6 mos to 
64 yrs with 
condition 
increasing risk for 
severe COVID-19 

mRNA; Codes for 
the whole spike 
protein of SARS-
CoV-2 

Spikevax
(Moderna)

If frozen, thaw in refrigerator up 
to 2 hours and 40 minutes or RT 
for up to 1 hour and 20 min

injection-site pain, fatigue, 
headache, myalgia, arthralgia, 
chills, axillary swelling or 
tenderness, and 
nausea/vomiting 

10 mcg/0.2 mL IM 
PFS

≥65 yrs; 12-64 yrs 
with condition 
increasing risk for 
severe COVID-19 

mRNA; Codes for 
the N-terminal 
domain and the 
receptor-binding 
domain of the spike 
protein of the virus 

mNEXSPIKE
(Moderna)

Refrigerateinjection-site pain, fatigue, 
headache, myalgia, arthralgia, 
chills, fever, injection site 
swelling or tenderness, and 
nausea/vomiting 

5 mcg/0.5mL IM
PFS

≥65 yrs; 12-64 yrs 
with condition 
increasing risk for 
severe COVID-19

Protein subunitNuvaxovid
(Sanofi)

IM = intramuscular; PFS = prefilled syringe; SDV = single dose vial

COVID-19 Recommendations for 2026-2027
• AAP

• Infants and children 6 – 23 months are at high risk
• Children 6 months through 18 years who are moderately to severely immunocompromised need 2 or more doses
• Children 2 through 18 years in a risk group or whose parent/guardian wants them to get the vaccine
• Any age-appropriate vaccine can be used

• ACP
• Adults 65 and older should receive an updated COVID-19 vaccine
• Adults 18-64 at increased risk for severe COVID-19 should receive an updated vaccine
• Adults 18-64 who are not at increased risk may consider receiving an updated vaccine

• ACOG
• Individuals who are or will be pregnant during the fall/winter respiratory illness season should receive the annual COVID-19 

vaccine
• IDSA

• Adults and children who are immunocompromised should receive an age-appropriate COVID-19 vaccine – a second dose 
extends protection

• Household members and close contacts of immunocompromised patients
• SHEA

• COVID-19 vaccine should be strongly recommended

Influenza
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https://www.cdc.gov/fluvaxview/dashboard/children-vaccination-coverage.html https://www.cdc.gov/fluvaxview/dashboard/adult-coverage.html

https://www.cdc.gov/fluvaxview/dashboard/pregnant-women-coverage.html https://www.cdc.gov/fluvaxview/dashboard/adults-65-years-and-older.html
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https://www.cdc.gov/fluvaxview/dashboard/adult-vaccinations-administered.html https://www.cdc.gov/flu-burden/php/php/data-vis/2025-2026.html

Vaccine Composition for 2026-2027 Season

• All influenza vaccines marketed in the United States will be trivalent
• Composition includes:

• Egg-based vaccines
• A/Missouri/11/2025 (H1N1)pdm09-like virus
• A/Darwin/1454/2025 (H3N2)-like virus
• B/Tokyo/EIS13-175/2025 (B/Victoria lineage)-like virus

• Cell-based or recombinant vaccines
• A/Missouri/11/2025 (H1N1)pdm09-like virus
• A/Darwin/1454/2025 (H3N2)-like virus
• B/Pennsylvania/14/2026 (B/Victoria lineage)-like virus *self or caregiver administered at home

www.immunize.org/catg.d/p4072.pdf
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mRNA-1010

mFLUSVIA® - Moderna

Approved August 5, 2026

Unanimously recommended by FDA’s VRBPAC

Adults 50 and older

0.38mL IM – prefilled syringe

Influenza Recommendations for 2026-2027
• AAP

• Annual influenza vaccination of all children without medical contraindications starting at 6 months of age
• Any licensed vaccine appropriate for age and health status

• ACP
• Adults 18-64 should receive standard dose vaccine
• Adults ≥65 should receive high dose vaccine

• ACOG
• Individuals who are or will be pregnant during the fall/winter respiratory illness season should receive the 

annual influenza vaccine
• IDSA

• Adults and children who are immunocompromised should receive age-appropriate influenza vaccine
• High-dose or adjuvanted vaccines provide a more robust immune response
• Household members and close contacts of immunocompromised patients

• SHEA
• Influenza vaccine should be a condition of employment for HCPs

RSV Vaccine Coverage

Cumulative RSV Coverage Among 
Adults

≥ 75 years60-74 years*50-59 years*

43.2%42.1%13.3%2025-2026

97.3%94.6%89.3%Pharmacy 
administered

* With high risk condition
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RSV Coverage in Pregnancy

Season is 
September 1 to 

January 31
Eligible in weeks 
32-36 gestation

In the 2025-2026 
season 41.6% of 
pregnant women 
were vaccinated

https://www.cdc.gov/rsvvaxview/dashboard/monoclonal-antibody-coverage-infants.html

https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/php/surveillance/burden-estimates.html

Available RSV Immunizations

• Infants
• Nirsevimab (Beyfortus® - Sanofi)

• <8 months
• 50mg if <5kg; 100mg if ≥5kg

• 8 months -19 months
• 200mg given as two 100mg injections

• Clesrovimab (Enflonsia® - Merck)
• 105mg for all eligible infants

• Pregnant Women
• Abrysvo® - Pfizer
• 32-36 gestation
• 0.5mL IM

• Adults
• Arexvy® - GSK
• mRESVIA® - Moderna
• Abrysvo® - Pfizer
• Approved for

• 60 years and older
• 18-59 at increased risk

• 0.5mL IM

41 42
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RSV Recommendations for 2026-2027

• AAP
• Infants <8 months born during RSV season without maternal protection
• Infants and children 8-19 months at high risk entering their second RSV season
• Any licensed vaccine appropriate for age and health status

• ACOG
• One-time RSV vaccine during weeks 32 and 36 gestation from Sept 1 – Jan 31

• IDSA
• Adults and children who are immunocompromised should receive age-appropriate 

RSV vaccine
• Household members and close contacts of immunocompromised patients

• ACP
• Adults ≥75 years should receive a one-time dose
• Adults 60-74 years at increased risk of severe RSV may consider one-time dose

Childhood Vaccines

Childhood Vaccination Rates

2021-20222019-20202017-2018

80.7%80.5%81.6%DTaP (4 or more doses)

92.192.592.6Polio

90.890.991.3MMR (at least 1 dose)

77.678.879.6Hib (full series)

91.692.191.8HepB (full series)

90.091.190.5Varicella (at least 1 dose)

80.582.082.2PCV (4 or more doses)

78.779.378.1HepA (full series)

68.069.170.0Combined 7-vaccine series

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/75/wr/mm7511a2.htm

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7244a3.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/schoolvaxview/data/index.html
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https://www.cdc.gov/schoolvaxview/data/index.html https://www.cdc.gov/schoolvaxview/data/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/schoolvaxview/data/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html#cdc_data_surveillance_section_5-yearly-measles-cases
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More Vaccine Preventable Illnesses

Pertussis Rotavirus Mumps Diphtheria

Chickenpox Tetanus Polio Yellow 
fever

Communication Strategies

Approaching the Conversation

• Be kind, nonjudgemental, and be open to the questions or doubts the 
patient has

• Use active listening, and repeat back what you hear to ensure 
understanding

• Be transparent about risks and uncertainties
• Don’t label someone as anti-vax just because they are skeptical
• Find common ground and values
• Leave the door open for future conversations

Prebunking - Learn to detect logical fallacies

• Appeal to nature fallacy
• The false dichotomy
• Ad hominem fallacy
• Common sense fallacy
• Post hoc fallacy

• Anecdotal fallacy
• Appeal to emotion fallacy
• Appeal to authority fallacy
• Moving the goal posts fallacy
• Straw man fallacy

53 54
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Use Existing Communication Frameworks

• Kleinman’s Explanatory Model
• ASPIRE Framework
• CASE Approach
• Motivational Interviewing and OARS Technique
• Truth Sandwich

ASPIRE Framework

• Assume people want to get vaccinated and be prepared for questions
• Share key facts and sources of information to counter misinformation
• Present strong recommendations and stories about vaccination 

experiences
• Initiate discussion or address questions about side effects proactively 

and share credible sources of information
• Respond to questions and actively listen
• Empathize and understand concerns

Truth Sandwich

• Start with the truth
• Acknowledge that some people are spreading misinformation but 

don’t amplify the the misinformation
• Repeat and reinforce the truth

Key Takeaways

Navigating the landscape of immunization recommendations continues to be 
challenging

Continue to follow and provide education using evidence-based information 

Champion respiratory immunizations for your patients and institution this Fall

ASPIRE to be the immunization champion for your patients and colleagues –
spread the TRUTH through communication

57 58
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Self Assessment Question #1

Which of the following best reflects the 2026–2027 influenza vaccine 
recommendations presented during this program?

A. Annual influenza vaccination is recommended beginning at 2 years of 
age.

B. Children should receive only cell-based influenza vaccines.
C. Annual influenza vaccination is recommended for children beginning 

at 6 months of age, using an age- and health-appropriate vaccine.
D. Influenza vaccination during pregnancy should be delayed until after 

delivery.

Self Assessment Question #2

Which of the following best describes the epidemiology of measles 
cases in the United States in 2026?

A. Most cases occurred in adults ≥65 years of age.
B. More than 90% of cases occurred among individuals who were 

unvaccinated or had unknown vaccination status.
C. Measles cases decreased substantially compared with 2025.
D. Approximately half of reported cases required hospitalization.

Self Assessment Question #3

Which statement regarding the newly approved mRNA influenza vaccine 
mFlusvia® is CORRECT?

A. It is approved for adults ≥18 years and demonstrated lower efficacy than 
standard-dose influenza vaccine.

B. It is approved for adults ≥50 years and demonstrated greater efficacy 
than standard-dose influenza vaccine among adults 50–64 years.

C. It is approved only for adults ≥65 years and demonstrated greater 
efficacy than high-dose influenza vaccine.

D. It is approved for individuals ≥6 months and demonstrated efficacy 
comparable to standard-dose influenza vaccine across all age groups.

Self Assessment Question #4

A 61-year-old patient presents to the pharmacy in September and asks 
whether she should receive an RSV vaccine. She has type 2 diabetes, chronic 
kidney disease, and hypertension. She has never received an RSV vaccine. 
Which of the following is the most appropriate recommendation?

A. Do not recommend RSV vaccination because it is only recommended for 
adults ≥65 years of age.

B. Recommend RSV vaccination because her age and underlying medical 
conditions place her at increased risk for severe RSV disease.

C. Recommend RSV vaccination only if she has a documented high-risk 
condition.

D. Vaccination is not indicated at this time - defer until age 75 or older.

61 62
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